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1. During the course of the last four years Poland's chemcal industry has been
able to establish a firm foundation both in respect of technology and produc-
tion in the fields of inorganic heavy chemicals, fertilizers, coking chemis~
try, tar dilstillation, and the manufacture of cellulose fibers. The transfer
to lerge-scale organic synthesis is now in full swing. On the basis of
acetylene andethylene the r -% promising fields of organic chemistry are being
exploited, including plastics, solvents, synthetic fibers, and the various or-
gonic intermediates. 7The benzene occurring in the coking processes ias noy
used primarily for further processing in the chemical field. The versatility
and scale of the projects urdertaken are causing severel difficulties. Short-
age of trained personnel is one of the most important obstacles, and consider-
able attention 1s now being devoted to this problem. It is planned that 1
1955, the production of the Polish chemical industry should sccount for approxi-
motely 13 per cent of the country's total production, aand will thus become the
most important branch of industry of the country. In respect of value, chemical
production will then bhe exceeded only by the cosl-mining industry.

2. The immediate prospects of the industry are also good , 80 that it seems highly
Probable that the 1955 planned production goals will be overfulfilled. The
lack of trained personnel will be gradually overcome when the numerous teche
nical schools and universities begin turning out more and more graduates.

3. Despite lack of technical men the growth of the industry hes been more rapid
than that of other branches of industry. The following figures, selected as
being of interest to the dyestuffs industry, illustrate this point.
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Planned Developmeni of Polish Production {in 1,000 tons)

1937 gk9 1952 1953 1955

Crude coal tar 101.3 190 350 380 -
Crude benzol 33.2 Ls 90 110 -
Organic dyestuffs 1.8 3.7 4,5 5.4 7.9

These figures were published in 1951 but a later report was published in mid-
1953 4n the Polish Journal "“Przemysl Chemiczny” which nas been given wide pub-
licity. These figures dealt with actual achi¢ sements in terms of percentages
(1937 = 100). ‘the most interesting iigures weresg

Pc. ish Production Figures (19377 = 100)
1946 1947 1949 1952

Dyeatuffs TT.2 10k4.0 168.4 222.2
Rayon 55.0 90.0 138.0 182.5
Carbide - 189.0 234 .4 259.0
Acetylene 228.2 271.8 393.1 367.5

The dyestuffs figures in terms of absolute amounts would, therefore, read:

Tons
1946 1,390
1947 1,870
1949 3,390
1952 4,000

The estimntes previously published for 1949 and 1952 were 3,600 and 5,800 tons
respectively. The fact that the 1952 estimate is higher than the figure actu-
ally achieved shows the extent of tue dismcrepancy between plan and fulfillment.

Despite the fact that these figures are not up to the level of tbe plan, the
progress of the industry as a whole has been fast. Whereas overall industrial
production was 1ll5 per cent higher in 1553 than in 1Qk9, the output of the chem-
ical industry was 160 per cent. Nevertheless, as the industry becomes moye com=
»lex, the task of increasing output by 10 per cent per annum becomes otedillly
more difficul+.

In 1955 the chemical industry should make up 13 per cent of the total ocutput
of Folish industry, though the definition of "chemical industry" 1s in a sense
broader then the normal usage in the West. In Poland, for example, the chem-
ieal industry includes rubber goods, cellulose and some building materials.

The largest part of the Pol*sh chemical industry is in Silesia and is concen-
trated mainly around Raziborz (Ratibor), Kedzierzyn (Heydebreck) and Kozle
(Cosel), and around Gliwice (Gleiwitz), Zabrze (Hindenburg), Bytom (Beuthen),
and Stalingrod (Kuttowitz). A new cegter is around Oswiecim (Auschwitz), Kra-
xow and Tarnow. Brzeg Dolny near Wroclaw (Bieslau) 1s another area of impor-
tance for the organic chemical industry. In these three areas is situatéd
about 80 per cent of the chemicul industry.,

Aithough the Poles vere generally ansumed to have tuiten over considerable
plant in the territories ceded by Germany, such instullations hed, in fact,
suffered severe war damage and were seldom rebuilt in their original form.
The work of rebuilding damaged plants has not even yet been fully completed.
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About a fifth of total planned chemical production in 1955 1is to be in the
1218 of lerge-scale organic synthesis based on the plants at Auschwitz
(Zaklady Chemiczny Oswiecim) and at Brzeg Dolny (Zakledy Chemiczne Orgunic-
znych Polproduktov Fokita). The plant developed arcund the former I G
works at Auschwitz iz by far the Liggeet of ite kind in the country. Coal
and more recentiy naviral gas are the raw.materials for the planta. The
Rokita works wasnufacture important orge i¢ intermediates snd industrial
euxiliary products. The productiocn program includes ethylene oxide,
glycols, synthetic detergente, textile and dyeing assistants, intermedictes
fo; dyestuffs end pharmaceuticals, solwvents for the lacquer industry and
softeners,

Ii. the year 1954 20 million tons of ecoal will be coked, the caking plents
being mainly in Silesia, The primaries and by-products are then to be
further processed in works in Chorzow, Hindenburg, Adertal /sig/ and Waldenburg.

In the dyestuffs field the Borutae plant, near Lodz, has reportedly begun
menufacture of fast vat dyestuffs ~f a type not previously produced in Poland,
Part of the dyestuffs production 1s exported, for example, to China, On offer
are diraat, sulphur, acid, choome, union, vat, basic, leather, fur, and
nigrosine dyestuffs, as well as lakes and pigments and oil-goluble dyestuffa.
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